
Canadian Experience with Canadian Experience with 
Animal IdentificationAnimal Identification



Why ID?Why ID?

ØØ Increase consumer confidenceIncrease consumer confidence
-- food safety food safety 
-- animal healthanimal health

ØØ Ensure market accessEnsure market access
-- international recognitioninternational recognition
-- increase exportsincrease exports
-- avoid trade barriersavoid trade barriers

ØØ Remain competitiveRemain competitive
-- other speciesother species
-- other countries other countries 



In the Beginning….In the Beginning….

Now….



Why ID Our
Cattle???





üüNational acceptance/commitment/Industry National acceptance/commitment/Industry 
BuyBuy--InIn
üüNational Standards/National Standards/platformplatform
üüIndustry driven/Market NeutralIndustry driven/Market Neutral
üüCostCost--effectiveeffective
üüUserUser--friendly/Practical/Simplefriendly/Practical/Simple
üüSecureSecure
üüShared Industry/Government ResponsibilitiesShared Industry/Government Responsibilities
üüInternational recognition International recognition 
üüMandatory under the Health of Animals ActMandatory under the Health of Animals Act
üüFlexible for the futureFlexible for the future

The Canadian ID SystemThe Canadian ID System



The Role of the Cattle Producer



2. CCIA Information System2. CCIA Information System

ØØ The CCIA system is a modern, The CCIA system is a modern, 
flexible, robust and highflexible, robust and high--
capacity capacity WEBWEB--based based 
technologytechnology database that database that 
utilizes Oracle and Java utilizes Oracle and Java 

ØØ The system is run on a highly The system is run on a highly 
scalable totally redundant scalable totally redundant 
(fail(fail--safe) Sun Unix safe) Sun Unix 
architecturearchitecture



CCIA ID Traceback System



Tag History



3. Technology3. Technology







4. Legislation/Regulation4. Legislation/Regulation

The Federal Health of AnimalsThe Federal Health of Animals
Act Act -- Section 64. (1) (y) provides for:Section 64. (1) (y) provides for:

“A National Identification System for “A National Identification System for 
animals for the purpose of determining animals for the purpose of determining 
the presence of and controlling or the presence of and controlling or 
eradicating animal disease”eradicating animal disease”

- National ID Regulations
- Compliance and Enforcement

Strategy Document



Compliance vs EnforcementCompliance vs Enforcement

ØØ National Working GroupNational Working Group
MandateMandate-- plan enforcement deliveryplan enforcement delivery

-- monitor compliancemonitor compliance
-- deliver enforcement plandeliver enforcement plan

ØØ Prior to July 1, 2002Prior to July 1, 2002
Education and InformationEducation and Information
Notice of nonNotice of non--compliance (warnings)compliance (warnings)

ØØ After July 1, 2002After July 1, 2002
Fines issued for nonFines issued for non--compliance  compliance  
Administrative MonetaryAdministrative Monetary
Penalty Program (AMPS)Penalty Program (AMPS)



5. Communication5. Communication

ØØ Work in partnership Work in partnership 
with all livestock with all livestock 
organizations across organizations across 
the country the country –– Involve Involve 
all sectorsall sectors

ØØ Define specific Define specific 
industry/government industry/government 
roles and roles and 
responsibilities.responsibilities.

ØØ Develop National Develop National 
communication communication 
strategy strategy –– i.e. i.e. 
network of network of 
designated speakersdesignated speakers



AchievementsAchievements

ØØ Full implementation Full implementation 
-- July 01, 2002July 01, 2002

ØØ 30 successful animal health and foodsafety 30 successful animal health and foodsafety 
tracebackstracebacks

ØØ 24 million unique numbers allocated, 18 24 million unique numbers allocated, 18 
million distributed, 14 million issuedmillion distributed, 14 million issued

ØØ Industry sustainable/surplusIndustry sustainable/surplus
ØØ All sectors and species working togetherAll sectors and species working together
ØØ Additional valueAdditional value--added services availableadded services available
ØØ Increased international recognitionIncreased international recognition



CCIA Strategy CCIA Strategy 
Future Opportunities…Future Opportunities…

üüOther speciesOther species
Other countriesOther countries
üüSource Verification Source Verification 

Process VerificationProcess Verification
-- added added valuevalue
üüGIS and GPSGIS and GPS

enhancementsenhancements
üüIncreased InternationalIncreased International

Recognition Recognition 







CCIA is only the vehicle for CCIA is only the vehicle for 
other industry initiativesother industry initiatives

üüSource Verification Source Verification 
üüHerd management systemsHerd management systems
üüGeneticGenetic improvementimprovement
üüOn farm food safety On farm food safety 

verification through “Quality verification through “Quality 
Starts Here”programStarts Here”program
üüNew product developmentNew product development
üüIncreasing international Increasing international 

markets through CBEFmarkets through CBEF
üüIncreased domestic demand Increased domestic demand 

through BICthrough BIC



To Consider…To Consider…

ØØ In the event of an animal health or food safety problem In the event of an animal health or food safety problem 
it is imperative to have an affordable and effective it is imperative to have an affordable and effective 
traceback system in placetraceback system in place

ØØ Animal health traceback systems in other international Animal health traceback systems in other international 
countries would aid in the controlcountries would aid in the control and elimination of and elimination of 
Foreign animal disease.Foreign animal disease.

ØØ Unique national lifetime identification is the “missing Unique national lifetime identification is the “missing 
link” that will provide the infrastructure for improved link” that will provide the infrastructure for improved 
quality…information exchange and valuequality…information exchange and value--added added 
opportunitiesopportunities

ØØ The competition for beef in North America is from other The competition for beef in North America is from other 
meat proteins and we must work together to produce meat proteins and we must work together to produce 
the highest quality, safest, most cost effective product the highest quality, safest, most cost effective product 
available globallyavailable globally

ØØ The Canadian “model” can be duplicated and modified The Canadian “model” can be duplicated and modified 
to meet the needs of countries who are dedicated to to meet the needs of countries who are dedicated to 
maintaining the health of their herd and viability of maintaining the health of their herd and viability of 
their industrytheir industry..



Producing Food for the WorldProducing Food for the World
ZZ For more information For more information 

please contact:please contact:
ZZ CCIACCIA
ZZ Phone 1Phone 1--877877--909909--BEEF (2333)BEEF (2333)
ZZ Fax (403) 275Fax (403) 275--16681668
ZZ Website:  Website:  www.cattle.ca/cciawww.cattle.ca/ccia

ZZ ©© 2001 Canadian Cattle Identification Agency2001 Canadian Cattle Identification Agency

ZZ All material in this presentation is the property of All material in this presentation is the property of 
the Canadian Cattle Identification Agency Inc.the Canadian Cattle Identification Agency Inc.


